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Welcome to our Autumn newsletter for 2016. I have 
been at the Surgery for 10 months now and am still 
learning new things every day.  

The team here continues to provide a fantastic service 
to all of our patients, and I am proud to be part of that 
team.  

 We are working towards becoming a ‘dementia friendly 
surgery’. We have identified Maria, Caroline and 
Pam as our dementia champions and training our 
staff to support patients and their carers as well as 
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making the surgery a calm place. For more 
information, please contact our Dementia 
Champions, at the surgery. 

Look out for Breast Cancer Awareness Day on 
21st October, the team will be wearing pink to 
help raise awareness of breast cancer. 

I am hoping that we will be able to publish a 
newsletter three or four times a year to keep our 
patients up to date with surgery news.  

Gillian  

  

  

Flu Clinic 

It’s the time of year again when we invite patients who are eligible to come to our flu clinic to receive their vaccination.  
 
This year we are holding our dedicated flu vaccination clinic on Thursday 27th October from 9.30am to 4pm at Cerne 
Abbas Village Hall. This dedicated flu clinic will also include a Health and Wellbeing Event. We will be joined by a 
number of organisations, which will be able to provide advice and information.  
  
We will also hold flu vaccination clinics: 

 10am – 11am on Friday 14th October 2016 at Buckland 
Newton Village Hall  

 10am – 11am on Wednesday 19th October 2016 at 
Hazelbury Bryan Village Hall 

 11am – 11.30am on Wednesday 2nd November at 
Wightmans Orchard  

 
We will contact you directly if you are eligible to receive a flu 
vaccination.  
 
Please contact the surgery for more information.  
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If you are being prescribed medicines on a repeat 
prescription, then the amount of medicine you receive 
on each prescription may change. Your GP practice is 
changing to ‘28 day prescribing’, which means that 
each time you get a prescription, you will receive 
enough of each medicine to last you one month. 
There are some drugs which are packaged in 3 
monthly amounts e.g. contraceptive pills which will 
continue to be supplied in this way. 

28 day prescribing: Why your GP practice 
prescribes medicines at one month intervals 

 

 
28 day prescribing 
reduces the amount of 
medicine which is 
currently wasted when 
medicines are stopped or 
changed by doctors. It 
also reduces the amount 
which is wasted when 

partly filled containers are thrown away. The 
Department of Health supports one month prescribing 
and has said: “A 28 day repeat prescribing interval is 
recognised by the NHS as making the best possible 
balance between patient convenience, good medical 
practice and minimal drug wastage”.  
 
As most patients collecting repeat prescriptions do not 
pay prescription charges, there will be no 
difference to these patients in terms of cost. If you 
do pay prescription charges and you need more than 5 
prescription items in 4 months (or 14 prescription 
items in 12 months), the best way to pay for your 
prescriptions would be to obtain a Prescription 
Prepayment Certificate (PPC).  
 
Please ask at reception for more information. 

We have recently 
extended out text 
messaging service with 
support from Dorset 
Clinical Commissioning 
Group and are using 
this to send 

Text Message Services 

appointment reminders 
as well as invites to the 
flu clinic and reviews. 
Using this method of 
communication means 
that we can spend 
more on providing care 

rather than posting 
letters, so if you use a 
mobile phone please 
make sure we have the 
correct number. If you 
prefer to opt out of this 
service, please let us 
know. 

Are you interested in what happens at the 
practice? Would you sometimes like to shape the 
services we deliver? If so, you can become a 
member of our virtual patient group. We 
appreciate that we all lead busy lives and attending 
meetings regularly can be difficult, so our 

Patient Participation Group (PPG) 

communication with you will be via text or email (or 
post, if you don’t do technology). We will use our text 
message service initially, but want to develop much 
more interaction with our patients. Please contact us 
if you are interested.  


